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Antwerp demonstrates new dynamism 
to investors 

Town Planning  i  anTwerP  i

With its new policies, the City of Antwerp 

is striving for a close interweave between 

industry, SMEs, residential and green 

facilities. “In the past an either-or approach was 

taken, yet it is precisely the coexistence of urban 

activity, of local employment opportunities, that 

is the motor for the city’s future development,” 

argues Rob Van de Velde. “Entrepreneurship 

must not turn its back on the city any longer. The 

city needs to be both economically viable and a 

pleasant place to live in.”

The high-rise building memo
With the high-rise building memo, a new 

instrument for appraising projects will shortly 

become available for the city. When projects are 

situated within the field of vision of the Cathedral 

of Our Lady (123 m high, a UNESCO world 

heritage site), high-rise building is not permitted.

However, high-rise building is allowed in certain 

zones, and is even encouraged there as a means 

of contributing to the look of the city as new 

reference points. This principle is also included in 

the execution plans, and applies to Het Eilandje, 

Nieuw Zuid and the Groene Singel, the basic 

concept for which has also been retained.

a favourable climate for investors
“Antwerp is a city that continues to grow,” 

comments Alderman Van de Velde. “We expect 

population growth of 15 to 20% by 2020 to 

2025, and that in itself is a vital opportunity for 

investors.”

An adaptation of the Spatial Structure Plan is 

being worked on, which will mean that the 

different districts are involved in preserving 

their individuality, but at the same time in being 

absorbed more closely into the urban fabric. 

Various major residential projects are in the 

pipeline, such as Eksterlaar (Deurne), Neerland 

(Wilrijk) and Regatta (Antwerp Left Bank) in order 

to meet the expected population growth.

“With the new administration, we are emphatically seeking to bring about a change of 

mentality,” opens Alderman Rob Van de Velde, who is responsible for Urban Planning and 

Development. “The turnaround time for large projects needs to be cut drastically; waiting 

times of ten years in some cases are no longer acceptable.”

Building will continue on the Kievitplein 
site, including the Electrabel tower 
(11 floors high). Behind Kievitplein 
(Pelikaanstraat) there are plans for a 
mixed development with residential 
units and offices.
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Alderman Van de Velde: “Building will also 

continue on the Kievitplein site, including the 

Electrabel tower, work on which starts this year 

and which is scheduled for completion in 2014. 

The tower will be 11 floors high and is just 400 m 

from the station.” For Pelikaanstraat, situated 

behind Kievitplein, there are plans for a mixed 

development with residential units and offices.

Van de Velde: “We emphasise to investors that 

Antwerp today has a strong administration 

with fresh dynamism, ensuring a professional 

response and a sympathetic treatment of planning 

applications.”

Disentangling the transport knot
“Sorting out the transport tangle is the first thing 

that businesses and investors need us to do as a 

City,” acknowledges Rob Van de Velde frankly. 

“Antwerp’s attractiveness is directly dependent on 

accessibility and smooth traffic.”

New developments are not possible without a 

watertight transport plan, as is demonstrated by 

the intentions with the former Postal Service 

site Berchem X. As Rob Van de Velde explains: 

“The project places too much emphasis on the 

attractiveness of the position next to the railway 

station, but the present plans will also inevitably 

lead to an increase in road traffic, to which the 

parking facilities and access measures that have 

been included represent an inadequate response. 

Balance between construction and the associated 

experience of a site and its impact on transport 

flows is indispensable to the success of such 

projects.”

The nearby City Link proves that that balance 

is attainable. “The belt around the site will be 

occupied by offices, and there is space in the 

interior for dwellings and even service flats for the 

elderly,” explains Van de Velde.

antwerp’s building plans
It turns out that Antwerp has numerous building 

plans on the table, many of which relate to the 

change of use of existing sites and promote 

the interweave of residential and work-related 

functions in and around the city centre.

Thus there is the construction of a new 

‘Arresthuis’, as a result of which the well-known 

former prison on the Begijnenvest becomes 

available as a sizeable urban site with numerous 

possibilities. Rod Van de Velde: “The planned 

reorganisation of police services has freed up a lot 

of space for new urban initiatives. There is also 

the 7-hectare site of the federal police in Wilrijk, 

which will offer numerous possibilities.”The long-

debated Handelsbeurs project will be sorted out 

by offering the three properties both together and 

separately for promotion, although there will be 

a requirement to preserve them as a visual entity.

Rob Van de Velde: “The building plans currently 

on the table offer opportunities for public-private 

partnership, but we are not making a point of 

looking for that.”

Interview by Eduard CODDé n

Building will 
continue on the 
Kievitplein site, 
including the 

Electrabel tower 
Behind Kievitplein 

there are plans for a 
mixed development 

with residential 
units and offices.
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